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45 different S,0,L'a, featuring St, Jio's .. 
150 different S,0 , L'a, featuring Greyfriara. 
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All by Frank Richards 
AJ.most complete collection Marvels 1893-1922 
Complete Set of Dotective Weeklies .• • . 
30 Ear ly copies Schoolg irls "School Fr ien d". 
17 different B.F.L'a, featuring: Captai~ Justice, 

Murray Rooorts , • • • 
30 Wide World Magazines , • • • • . . • • • . 
Magnets 1440-1683;Goms 1471-1663; 6 Bunter Books; 

Complete act Collector's Digest; Complete Set 
Coilectora Miacellan,y; Complete Set S.P.C. 
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~: Magnets, pre-1930. Also for exc hange a 
few "PopuJ.are" and "Gems" . R.J.O'Sh ea, 8, Eve 
Road, Leytonatone, London, E.11 . 

OFFERS I 1 Coliector'a Digest Annuals 1949, 1950. 
Excellent condition. S.A.E . for definite reply. 
J.A.Boland, Colle ge Historica l Society, Trinity 
Coll ege , Dublin Uni ve rai ty . 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

Our Nome J,fakea News. Compared with some collecting 
groups our numbers ar e veey sl!l8ll ( stamp coll ectors probebl.J 
outnum ber us by hun dreds t o one) but we have s happy knack 
of cr est ing inter e st. For exa mpl e , a wee k or two ago , 11 

North ern Club memb er, Horace Twinham, wr ot e to s Smidey 
n ewsp ape r po inting out t ha t in something th ey h ad s aid th ey 
had confused Lord Meul ever er with D •Arey . He also took th 
op portunity of t elling th ee s omething a bout our sctiviti e a. 
Promptly C 8llle e r ep ly from the editor esying he sc ent ed a 
goo d st ory end asking if it could be arranged f or a report e1 
t o at t end a mee ting, pref erably in th e London ar ea. 
Nort hern l ost no time in getting in touc h with the London 
Club, wi th th e re sult that e r ep r esentativ e of the paper 
will r eceiv e a cordiaJ. invitation to attend th e April 
mee ting. Incid entelly, this is a good ex:empl o of the co
operation b etw een on e Club and sn ath er. 

Now thi s kind of thing is often happening end it 
emb old ens mcl to sugg as t t ha t our littl a , but v ery liv o ly sn, 
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ent erprising circl e of ol d boye-• book coll c,ctore , hev e 
p l ayed no smell part in bringill8 Gr eyt ri er s t o the t el e
vision scr een . Br aggi ng? Not a bit of it . Per e • s our 
case . 

A f ew y ears eg o we began t o ge t t oge th er. Came t he 
C. D. end th e formill!s of th e London o .n . B.C . Int ervi aws 
with Len Peckmen , Bob Blyth e , 11\YBOlf end savo r a l oth ers 
appea red in locol newsp aper s . ahibi tions wer e h eld in 
York end London . Fl eet St r eet newabawks v:ho cOl!lb th e 
l oca l pop ere for lik ely stories begen to t ake notic e . They 
did e littl e i nterviewing th emsel v es with the result that 
we b ecac e known to millions. T!1en came that r eques t t o 
visit a Club mue ting from Leede r Magazine . Followed th at 
femous "writ e-u p", echoes of which we still heor fro m t ime 
to ti me. Mor e Club s, mor e exhibitions , mor o press publi 
city. I boldl y vent!Jr e to say t ha t ih propor tion to our 
numbers we h~ve hed more columns in th e Press, not only here , 
but wherev er t he Engl i sh langu age i s s pok en, than any oth er/ 
orgenisetio n which ma1tee e hobby of collect i nc;. Say as you 
lik e , it• a a r emarkabl e ac hi evement in e sp ac e of eb out 
f our y ears. 

A.rld, ae in evi te bly A go od proportion of tha t publi city 
br ough t th e Magnet and its compani ons to th e fo r e t hen I 
cont end it bed not a litt l e to d o with t h e possib ili t i es of 
Gr eyf r i er s on t el evision fi r st being moote d. 

In t he wor ds of t he la t e Syd Walker - Whet do you 
think , chum? 

llore Mf,'lnet Lor e . The Marc h number of t he Read i ng 
end Derkehir e Revi ew h ae a lo ng end very int er es ting int er
vi ew with Mr. C. lI . Chepmen. It carries t he t i tl e 
" Billy Dunt er•e Stepfath er". In it l!r . Chepman revea l s 
quite e lot abou t himself ond bi s meny y ea r s ' work on t he 
Magnet. In addition, th e cov er di sp l ays quit e e number 
of the f amous Gr syfrinre figures and e photo of Mr .Ch~pman 
himself . 

The msgezi ne is ebout our Annulol page s iz e and coats 
4d . Tho publieh ere s eeur e me t hat th ey will be pl eas ed t o 
su pply cop i es to ell who want the m. I can eseure you 
y ou will lik o it . 
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Sti ll I.ne t her Club. Sin ce writ ing l e st t her e, hes 
been brough t t o rrzy not ic e "Thu Gr eyf riars Clu b of Portsmout h", 
which hoe been r ecently formed . The c hairman. Mr.Donllld 
G. T , Ccwd, 27 Lonsd al e hVenud, Port ches t er , Far eham, Hante 
t ell s me th at a lt hough th e acc ent i s on Greyfri ar e and 
St. J i m' s, i t embr ace s, end t hey wel come, coll ec tor s of all 
t yp os 9f boys• books, j us t as we do. They meet onc e • 
month e t th e Carnegi e Libr ary, Ports mouth. 

Mr. Cov,d wee v&ry int er est od to heer a ll ebou t oUl" 
oc tiviti es And it is evi dent th or e •s 9oing t o be a cord1 Pl 
re l at i onship be tween us. He as sur es nie th ot eey of our 
member s wil l r ec ei ve P warm wel come et t hei r mdot ings, Nld, 
of cour se, the e eme e9pl i ee with us . It i s evi den t t ha t 
a l t hough thi s is t he younges t Club t hoy l ack not hi ng i n 
ent erp ri se. Thoy heve had some fin e pub li c ity in lo cal 
pape r s , and have t he good f or t une t o he ve t he Port smouth 
Club Libreri an int er est ed . lJJ soon es I hoa rd of t ha t ! 
sugges t ed the poesi bility r of an Exhibitio n la t er i n the year , 
w,d th er e 's good hopes of it coming of f . !mywey, more • 
about t he "new chum" la t er. The secr et ary is Mr . :. . J . 
Bill ing , 4 !:ler i l.yn 11venua , •ie t erl oovill e , Hents . 

A l1ord to N"l eon Lee Fens. I 'v e " bone t o pick wi t h 
you, Leeit ee; you ' r e not pulli ng your we ight, end I 
shoul dn ' t be surpr i sed i f Bob Bly t he ~~ts e l it tl e di s 
heert ened sometices . Re' s been your s t endcr d-beer er fo r 
year s now, yet of t -t i meswhen he, looks round ho fi nds he is 
elo os t mar ching al one . 'T i s tru e you er e out-nw:ib cr ed 
by the HOlllil to ni ens , end they hr vo th e Advantage, too , th a t 
th eir f avouri tes or e very much i n th e l imoli ght these ds ys 
and thu s pr ovid e them with pl enty of copy. Even so, t hor e•s 
qui te Pllo t of you, end I know you ~r e es k een on St .Fr anks 
as ever. Tr oubl e i s you won• t make your presence f ol t. 
Ther e 's pl enty t o t alk about. For inst ance , you di dn 't 
agr ee with al l s . F . J ones sa i d ~bout E . S . ~r ooks la st 
month sur ely, y et s t th e moment of writing no one hes come 
to hi s resc ue. 

Then there • s th e ll!E!ey se ri es . You must t hink e lot 
about t hem or y ou woul dn ' t col l ec t th em. We hevo deci de d 
on t he best ever Magnet se ri es , how ebout findi ng the boat 
Lee? 
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Gir d your lo i ns , Leeit es . end s t ar t t he 1.~ood fi gti t ~ 

Yours einc arely, 
!IE2BER'I' LE.Ci<EIIBY • 

TSE 11.:JiNUAL" n.:.LLOT 

How Th~Now. 

l. Remove Form • t Ore:,fri s rs 167 
2 . H•l'r)' '.1harton Cap t ain of th e Remove . 169 

'. Th at En during Mrgic, 165 
4. St .Fr anks Succ ess of Fe il ur e 159 
5 . lk>nogreph on Yvonne Corti er , 144 
6. The Long !,rm , 136 
7, Eve ry Story e Gem. 113 
6 , In s ide Fl ea twe;y Hous e. 101 
9. Gr endf e th er Lik ed t hem Fierce . 60 

TllE MEN 11HO \'1!\0TE FOR BOYS 

No, 6 , - Johll Nu Pen t e low 
.., 

B;y Her b~~c ltenby 

I t vmo es "J ack Nort h" tb c,t I first got t o know him and 
remember him be.st, but es he hnd sev cre l otho r pen- n!'lmes t oo 
it will bo simp l er fo r th i s littl e biogr eph;y if I ce ll him 
by h i s r eel on.a • 

If he hrd b een livi ng to -d ey hG woul d h ov& been of 
ven or eble age , fo r he wee writi ng fo r t he Guy Reyn er popo r s 
""Y bac k in th e 1 808. One s tory ca lled "Capt a in of th e 
Nemesis" opponr ad in th e "lloys ' Nove l e tt e" end fill ed th e 
whol e of th e sixt een ler gc pege s. Fo ll owing hi s rwme it 
woe soid ho wtis th e Puthor of 11Th..: Toi t e Cocknde "; 11Flli t h!'ul 
Unto Deetb"; "Damon and Pyt hi as"; "Veno e11

; "The Cspt s in' e 
packe t" etc . Some of thes o, et l ec,et , wer e s eri al s. 

In e papor of th e p eri od I came ac r os s some tim e ego 
t her e wos f'n example of th e conc i enti ous we;y J .N .P . did his 
job . i,. r or der bed written po int ing out th a t t he illu st r a -
ti ons did not t e lly with th o descriptions i n t he sto ry. The 
errors were not · of riny gr ol't import ance Pnd thoy wor e 
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obviously the fsul. t of th e ertist, y•t Pente low went to the 
trouble of erpleining in th e l ength of he lf e column how the 
mistokee er oHe. ~ sensitive And peineteking fellow, 
Pen t elow . 

These stories app ea r ed bef ore 013 time a nd in 013 own 
boyhood I neve r heard of J . N. Pe nt el ow end it would seem 
that in later y ea rs he dropped writing stories under hie ree 
neme , though frequentl.7 art icles on crick et appea red with 
his initials att ached . 

In 1~ there eterted in "Pluck" e series of st or ies of 
l,ycliffe School und er t he nmne of J eck North, i n 013 opinion 
some of the fin est yarns of sch ool lif e ever written. It 
wee not until about 1920 that I loomed th e reel identity of 
th e autho r. Those stories have Always f ascinated me. Th ey 
ht,d a good run in "Pluck", th ~n were reprinted in th e Boye ' 
Friend Library a l ong with some new stories. In one form 
or the other I reed them when th ey first ap p ea r ed. They wer 
companions of mi.n e during Zeppelin ni ghts in th e First Gr eet 
w'ar, t o 013 joy I c ame Pcroee e pil e of tbsm in e s eco nd-h and 
bookshop in the 193 0 1 s. I passed th e tim e away with tbem 
whi:i.et on duty o 'ni gbte in the l e st war; for r e laxation in 
013 few leisur e moments I turn to tbem still. 

Wycl iffe wee e great public acbool with 500 boys end 
seve n bousee. Th ere wer e meey vivid descriptions of footbe l 
Pnd crick et games for the Inter-H ouse Cupe. 

We re ed of t hem in th e gree t hl'll eseembled singing the 
school . song wh!.ch went t hus: 

"She mad e him P gent l eman , frvnk end free; 
She mede bim en athlete, ~ood to e~e ; 
She made him e scholar, es he sho uld be 
For such is tbe Wycliffe trinity. 

"Gentlemen, athlete, end schol ar h e , 
For sucl1 is tb e Wycliff e trinityl" 

Seems to me there I a more sens e in thtlt th en in tb e 
dirg ~s of thos e mis erable moaners who murde r music - th e 
modern cr ooners . 

Th e le c<llng chnrscters in the ea rly stories wer e Jack 
J ackson , Donald MecDon.eld, Taffy Devies end Pedd,Y O' Hare, 
olong w1 th Herry 1!erry fr om .!ustrsl1 8 end Dei rsn Sinhji, a 
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Rcjput of princ ely blood . :.11 t he se boys wer e fi ne ly 
drmm, t he sturdy Englis h boy, the shrewd Scot, th o gen tl e 
l ad fr om rlales, the fun-lovi ng Peddy. More over , Pentelow 
slweys took as much care with his minl>r che r act ers es with 
hi s mllj or ones, eac h one lived, from t he hous e prefe cts t o 
t he youngest f ag . 

A uniqu e f ea tur e about th e Wycliff e st ori es Wl'S t hat 
th e boys grew up, Pent el ow told mo y ears ago th at he mBdc a 
mist ake h er e, fo r it inevi tabl.y meant th e st ories could not 
h ove en rb norm,,l run . Neverth el ess, they had th e edvente ge 
of being mor e re alistic, end they di d l est l ong enough t o 
see th e one- ti me misc hi ovous juni ors grow int o dignified 
pref ects, with new juni ors equally fun -l oving taking th ei r 
pl ace s. 

Tho meth od, t oo , gs vo th e euth or mor e scope . Ther e 
wrs, for ins t enc e , the descripti on of th e sc ene wheh · t he 
sch ool rase mbled t o say f er ewell t o Rsloigh, its id olised 
cspte in, with fiv e hundr ed young v oic es making th o raft ers 
ring as t hey esng th e s ong t o which I have just r eferred. 
It was fin e , HIil.stirring des crip tiv e writing • . 

betw aK'll~h*f n}M; .;~g1!ff no~ i fii 8&ddfRttefmt~ll~ {g-gdfa'ot er 
compos ed of ell the worst el ements in the school. The 
need Hi ttit c et one period Wile handsome ilrthur Wickh•r t 
Dang erf ie ld, s jea l ous f e ll ow w1 t h P n esty t emper , y et on e 
wit h more ,;rood then evil in hi r.i, and one who r os ily des pise 
mo3t of th e f ellows ha bed end admired t ho s e h o fought, 

l !rey w~r c the mighty battl ea between th e two fn eti ons , 
vividly desc r ibed by "Jeck Nort h ' s " mast erly hand . Thon 
aft or r series of dr e:net ic end t r agi c hPpp eninga , Dangerfi el d 
wes se nt enc ed t o expulsion. No, he wes no t r opriev ed et I 
the l as t molilant, ho hed t o g o . Friend and f oe •l ik e r egret
fully bid him good- by e , and a chapt er cl os ed li k e this : 

"They li t tl e t houg ht then how soon t hey would s ee Dange r 
fi el d aga in. Still l ess did Harris , sitti ng ther e 
moody end miserab l e thinking of hi s le t a eneicy, dr eam 
th at wit hin thre e weeks Dangerf i eld woul d t a.l<e hi e 
hand mid soy f er ewell - • long f arewell t o hi m: 

Tho school . br oke up fo r th e Christmas vec et io n end a number 
of the boys went t o s tay with J ac ks on . Came P spoll 
of vlintry w~Pther, Dangerfi eld, t orough a set of 
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circ u:-~t r.nc cs c rae in contact with th em aga in, end 
he l pod to snvo two girls who hed fallen thr ough the i ce 
whilet _ elca t it ig. Dangerfield, l'lready - ill, died A f ew 
drys let ar. Thd s to ry told her e bri efly. 

''When the lu'lgel of Death a t la s t desc dnded, he di ed 
with a hand in his - sist er 's tond with Harris by his side • 
• • • • They buried him b;t his own request tit Stanfield, 
under the shadow of the church th et ' he hed entered but 
once in all his life." 

Not lllUSl{y sentim ent, but the lcind which brings e cetch to 
th e thro at. The stirring scenes th at l ed up t o it ell can 
be r eed in "Pr efect end Fag", Boys• F11iend Library No .588 
(lat s eri es ) , e story I'v e reed et l east e dozen times. 

I could go on telling of Uycliffe until I bed no apace 
left for anyt hing else, but I lllUSt peas on f or I hove much 
to tell of J ohn Nill: Pent elow y et. 

\Vhen the \Vycliff e stories finish ed in Pluck o new sari • 8 

st art ed concerning snothor school - Hayge rth. Hsygorth we• 
r ea lly Yiycliffe r eborn with e simil ar set of charact ers, yet 
eo slcilful wee Pent elow th ot th e st ories s eemed quite new. 
I reed th em often , t oo , th ough th ey bed not qui te th e appea l 
,a those of Wycliffe. In one st o>7 th er e we,, egein a boy 
who died under tr agic circumstanc es, e l ess likeable boy the :i 

Dange rfi eld, end in quite diff erent surroundings. 
The Heygerth st ories, lik e th ose of Wycliff e , hAd " goc ~ 

run in Pluck, and oleo appea r ed in meny Boye• Frield 
Librori es . 

t.np. now I 'll l eev~ th e school st ori es end tell briefly 
of some of th e stories Pentel ow wrote on cricket under 
another of hi s pen-names - Ricbord Rendolp h . P~ntel ow ·kne~ 
es much about cricket as e l eading first-el ess umpir e of 
Fr ank Ches t er cal i bre . His st ori es , "S mith of Rocklsndsbi: O" , 
11Young Yardley", 11B07 Bayley, Pr of essionel", "Card en of 
Car denshire" and mel\T more, brought in the Tests end games 
aga inst tho ectuel first-el ess counti es with r eel giants of 
the g~me introduced, J eck Hobbs ~nd Patsy He,;dren, Warren 
Bardsley and Vern on Ransford. Reeding t :1em you could see 
in your mind's eye the gssometers of th e Oval, the gr een
sward of st atel;r Lord s, th e f ~mous Hill in f er off Sydney, 
Bnd men;, other grounds wher e lCing Cricket reigns. 

Pent elow coul d write, ~que ll;r ent ert aini ngly, a rticles 
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on t ho gPme. The;y ;.e re pocked with th o f ects , figur es , nnd 
in t erest i ng re<:orda. I cen r e<:ell two such arti cle s in th e 
Boys' Realm , in OCtober 1920, dea ling with th e l\wltrdi ens 
our mon would meet when t h97 got "down und er" t hp1; wint er. 
Each ortiol o occupied • full pege of tiny typ e , end o ld
tim er e know h ow lerge those pegee war e . 

This inde! e tigebl e !ellow edi t ed a .... erel pepera including 
th e Boye ' Ilee l m itsel!, the Prdr1e 8114 Robin Rood Libreri ea, 
ond Sch ool end AdTenture. In s ome instencee be wrot e e good 
prop orti on of th e st ori es a ls o . I 

Re wrot e under s ever Pl o ther pen -DPmes; wtiy I know not, 
es I be ve s a id bef or e , ;you could rec ognise hi m enywh~r e . I 
pi cked up a Marv el one dey con t aining en Sl'IJ\Y et ocy sa id t o 
be writt en b;y "J ohn '!'lest". "NO"fer heard of him before ", I 
s oid t o m;yself. I bed not reed f e r befor e I exc l Pimod, 
"l"lhy it I s J eck North". It wee e good y arn, t oo . In th e 
l ot er de;ye of th e MBrv el he al so wro t e ~ ee riee of f oot ball 
y erne conc erni ng th e Mrple t on Rovers . Her e he was Rnndolp h 
R;yle . Yee, e bue;y man of mon;r id entities WllB J ohn Nii 
Pent elow. Yet I be ard not l ong ego that he was atone deaf . 
Thet mcy not hav e been e gree t hendicep es 11D auth or , but 
would be r eth 01' swk1mrd in hie capacity of editor . 

As i s now well known, J. 1' . Pent e l ow ..,,. tor a tim e 
edit or of the Gem end Magnet , end wrot e e good men;r of the 
st ories t he r ei n. That i s e controv er eie l subject whic h I d, 
not pr opose t o ent er in t o h , re . But the r o i a nothing t o 
er gue abou t wher e th e Grcyfri era end St.Jim's Gall eri es wer e 
conc orn ed, ond "11ich J .N .P . compiled whilst in th e odit ori e l 
chair. Tho;y wer e ty-;,icol exempl ce of hi e t ir e l ess ener s.r , 
f or h t must have spant gallons of midnight oil in swotting 
them up . ill Mognot end Gem fens will owe him a debt for 
th at elo ne . 

I h ave s a i d e good desl about this ' men who wrot e f or 
boys, ye t t her e ' s e l ot I have h adto l oPVe out. Re died 
m,,n;y y ear s ego , yet t o me with those YllrDB ot Wycliffe Sch oo 
t o t urn t o i n hours of eee e his neme 11 ves on. 

OFFERS INVITED FOR: C~pt e in, Vol ume }4 .- Nice ly bound · 
vol\11119 o! "Bo;ys Jcurn~ l", cont aining No 's 1-26.- Dit t o of 
"Cheer Bo;ys Cheer" cont aini ng !lo ' s 28-52. NELSON LEE LITlRAR'I , 
Canpl ot e 3:td Now Seri es, Uint . Ne ' a 1-25. J. Hepburn, 
1 . Sixth l.venue g1vth Nort hu."'b ~,-1 m~ 
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ow oors' DOOK CLUB 

Lendon Sec ti on Ees t Dulwich Mee\ing Jl,ir ch 16t h . 

Cheinnan Len fit one• ege i n end hi s go th ering a gree t 
succ ess . ltighligh t wee tq e illumin at ed eddre ee f or th e 
Pres id ent, Fr ank Ri cherds, which WPS on ehow, It was th e 
wor k of Bob Mortim er end e very abl e j ob h<> hos done , t hus 
fully deserv£ng t he una nimous th enke of e ll th ose pr osent. 
Ron DePcon gPVe ~ humcroua r eeding from "Magne t" 1658 , "The 
,ls nder er• s Return" f eaturing th e i mmortal Hor ac e Coker . 
E. Reyno ld s geve ~ p oetry r eeding fr cm "MAgnet" 1000 entitl 
"The Rec ord" . Roger Jenkins r eed P pPper on th e "Megnet" 
peri od 1930 t o 1935 whi ch he cons id er ed the best, e debat e 
about this f oll owed. Bob Blyth e gave en address on "To B 
or not t o Bind". J im Pcrratt pr esent ed his enegrmn quiz 
and th e chai rman offici a t ed with the quiz th Pt woe kindly 
sent f r om the Liverp vol clu b . Len won th e f ormer rnd Roge 
Jankins th e l at ter . k copy of "The Ber kshir e edd Reeding 
Revie w" wi th th e fine C .H.Chepmen articl e in it wee shewn 
end ord ers wer e t aken. ..:.11 overs eM member 11 int er est ed in 
it have thei r copi es a lr eady in t he mails. Eric Landy is t 
be cong:rs t ul et ed on sec hie c l at e sets of "The Ald 
Libra ry ". Truly a very memorabl e meet ing . And so, Len, 
thanks f r om el l f vr a very enj oyebl ~ tim e . 

UNCLE JlENJ .J,UN • 
.lq,ril Meet ing ot Eri c Feyne •e ilodern Sch ool on th e 20th. 

Nort hern Secti on 
Meeting, 2~9 Hyde Por k Rood , March 8th , 1952. 

Chdrmen Reg. Hudson still being eb sent, I egein 
deputi sed . I wr.s obl .; to r eport tlwt I had s een Reg . dur 
t he oft ern 0on end he had expr es sed s hope th at he might be 
Pbl e t o get t o th e AnnUJ'l Gener al Meeti ng on Apri l 12th . Ho 
will r eceive e cordi a l welc ome if he doe s. 

We had anot her dis tlppointment, for aft er r eadi ng th e 
minut es , socr eta.ry Norman Smith hed t o ann ounce tha t he hed 
r ec eiv ed word t ha t morning tha t Htirry Steb l es , who wes t o 
hvve gi ven A talk , "The Sage of Deadwood Dick'' WA S unable t o 
bo pr es ent as he had buen suddenly ord er ed t o hospit e l f or 
an oper e·tion . I t wee th ., hope of nll pr esent th ~t t he 
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opcre ti on would not proTe to be s Aerious one end th st Harry 
would soon be with ua sg,,J.n, ,. · , 

There w,,a the uauel ch~erf'ul ator,r when Tr M surer
Libr sri an Gerq Allison gave hi• report - good busin ess i n 
th e Librer,r end css h in bli nd tl7 .16s .}d . 

The meeting was then thrown 01>en to "all-in" deba t es on 
the thr oe b1', event. of the peat month - the Gr~ri era 
teleTiaion, the ".Autobiogrttpl\Y of Fr enlc !lich srds" , and th e 
Tom Merry books . The television seri es, need l es s to es7, 
provided en animated discussion. It wee frank, fo rt hright 
end fr ee, from those who thought them " complet o fisaco to 
tho s e who def ended steunchi,, hav i ng th oroughly enooyed th em 
b. vot a was taken end th e defenders won bf a majority of five 

Ther e wt!S littl e diff er ence of opinion about th e .l,.ut o
biogr apey, all who had r eed it had enj oyed it, The only 
reeret wea th at t he story starte d when the author wt!e s ev ent een. 
Everyon e wee s atisfied with th e Tom Merry books . 

Yee s good tim e tee had by ell th e eii t een members 
pr esent. 

Att ention I b.11 llembers I The next maeting April 12th 
is th e Annual Gener al Meet ing , our "Budget " day . It will 
be o more cheerful one th8n llr, Butler's . Let's have a 
record ett endsnc e , pl ease . 

Merseysid e Section . Meeti ng , March 9th. 
The mee ting opened at 1,30 p.m. jo a good att endanc e . 

Ther e wes quiJl e • lot of busineos to be go t throllj',h, end th e 
chd1')11ln conmenced proc oodings bf welcoming 7et s noth ar new 
member , Mr. Mor g•n , of Gree t Crosbf , en ent husi es ti c Hamil
toni an. Ha hes alr eady made hi e pr esenc e f elt by l ending 
s l arge number of M!>gnets, Gems et c. fo r which we ar c very 
gr ateful. 

The cheirmBn thsnked Jim 17slsh for t he photogrt pha whi c 
he took s t the February meeti ng; th ese er e v ery good ind eedj 
and arr angements er e to be m,,da for th o dis t r ibuti on of copies . 
Th e eec r ater;y then r ead th o minutes, end this wee followed by 
an op.m deb at e on t he T. V. progrelllDe. The ganerfll concensus 
of opinion WtlS f evouroble , end it wee un . nimousi, agr eed t hat 
th e l nt er pr ogre111Dee wore fer bette r th an th e first effo rt. j 
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After t his came r efr eshments, end food for t ho lJ8ht wee 
provided in e novel Greyfrisrs quiz devis"'1 by Ji m Wfllsh . 
This wes won by Edne Mervyn, wi th young Pet er t /ebs t er " c lose 
s econd . Bot h e r e to be oongre tul s t ed on e r es llY g ood, "nil, 
if they will f or gi v e us sey ing s o, unexp ect ed p erf or!llE'nce t 

Suppli es of th e new club st s tion&r,y were th en sold, e 
th e m~et ing ended st 10 p .m. with the usual h ectic libr ery 
business. 

Next meeting, &unde7 6th April, 7.30 p. m. 
FRANK CASE , Hon. Seo. 

h!id l end Section. !,!eating et th e Townsen d Club, ;)irminghrun, 
on Februery 25th. 

Ther e wer e twency-on o members pr e sent. Af t er th e 
Mi nutes were r ee d , our Cheirm sn geve us en inter eeti n., t llll< 
on "The Megnet" , end "Th e Gem" . Ono in t er esting po int we e 
th et in 1932, ot t he requ est of th e ed itor, Mortin Clifford 
wrot e whet w s (fo r him) e most unusu,,l story abo ut e boy 
called LUml:ey-Luml ey , th e titl e wee "Th e Boy Who Ceme Be ck" 
\'lhen Jack finished bi s tell< t her e wee cons i der ab l e d is cus si on 
ebo ut th e TV-Bun ter sh ows. Geor ge Smellw ood h~d very kin d!y 
brought bi s Sound-R ecording Unit, ·end · t hose llllllllbere who bed 
not eeen the first t re nsmi as i on wer e eble to b ea r the sound 
tr a ck of i t pl e7 ed be ck . The g.m ere l op inion of th e mee t
ing wee tbll t th er e is much -r oom for improv ement in th e TV 
tr ensmi eeions of Ilil!y Bunt er. This opinion l at er eppear 
on th e f r on t pcge of th e Birminghem Gf'z ette. The h ea dlin e 
r eod "The Bunt er Cl ub i s Disgusted". 

Qur next it em wee the re ffl e for a f r amed s ketch of 
Bunte r , sket ched by Mr. CheprpAn when h e visited us l ost 
Octobe r. At thr e epence e ticket our fun ds ben ef ited c on
s id er eb!y, 

Well, th a t's all for now, Chums, end if you'r e in 
Birminghem on Monday ..\.pril 28th , come find j oin us et our 
Clu b Bir th day Soc i e l et The Townsend Cl ub , 65 Church Str ee t 
Birminghllm , 3. 
P .S . Founder Member Joyc e Carroll, who became Mre. Pet er 
Miller on Februe ry 9th et St .Chfld I s Cath edral, joins me in 
tha nks to ell f or th eir good wish es end t el egre.ms . 

PEl'ER MELLOR, 
· Secr etary . 
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Aust r alb Un Bn,nch 

The s econd moet~ of th e O.B.n.c. in Vict ori a wee held 
st th e Railways Institut o on Frid ay, 9th Novomb er. The 
Cheirm8n , Don rli cka , opaned th e meeting et 8 . 3<) pm. 

The Minut es of t he first mee t ing having bee n confirm ed , 
e discussion wee h" ld concerning th o NBWBlett er . Al t hough 
ell sgr . ed that the first iesu o had been succ eeaful it was 
also t hought that room wsa st i ll l dft for improvement . Jim 
11errelle t hought thet its scop e sh ould be wid ened, and asked 
if arti c l es coul d be procur ed f rom "promin ent coll eotors". 
The Secr et ary r epli ed th at this was be ing dono end that one 
would prc bebly appea r in t h e next iss ue . It was mov ed end 
accep t ed th at t he lfBWBl ett er sh oul d , es soon as pos si bl e , be 
divided into three s ections - "Clu b Notes" , "Det ectiv e Papers" 
and "Sch ool Stori es". 

Th e next it em on th e agenda turned out to be th o bi gh 
li c:ht of th e ovemne - en exheueti ve quiz pr epar ed by Jim 
Merrella . In thi s Ilise Stevens r i chly des erv ed her cl ear 
vict ory and th e "Gem" wbibh was her priz e . 

The dobot e be tween lliee Stevena end Race l.!Bthowa upon 
th e r e spective morite of "Greyfrisrs" end "St.-renJc.s" showed 
e victo17 for the former, although bo th apeekers put f onrerd 
good c ases and ot her members contributed fr eely, 

F ormal busin ess havi ng been concluded, th e meeting wsa 
•dj ourn ed end ell m&mbera set tl ed down t o di s cus si on, es l e 
and exch ange , '?he meeti ll€ fina lly brok e up et abou t l l. 30 p 

URGEffi'LY 'Y.Jfl' E!h Tho f ollowi ng numbers of t ho Nel son Lee 
Library, ol d seri es . 106 , 252 , 294 , 328 , 329, 331, 332 , 334, 
357, 389, 520, 521, 532 , :,xv r easonab l e pri ce pai d, or woul 
axch~ll8(! f or ll!od&rn Deya or Thri lle r s et va lu e fo r Tlllu e . 
I shoul d iils o lik e t o t ake th e opportunity of apolo gis ing t o 
any corres ponden ts whose l etters I have not rep li ed t o of 
l at e . Thi• bee been du e t o business reas ons . I em now in a 
position t o r eply mor e promptly. E. llcPllere on, 80 Benedi ct 
Str eet, Gl astonbury, Somers et . 

WA!fl'ED: IIDgnets bot,r e<,n 700 end 900 or Bound Copi es. Pre 
ffll!Otspurs, Trillfphs, Skipp ers, Adventures, '1izerda, Rover 
t lso coll ec ted. Li s ts to P. \'lill ett, Church Cotte ge , LAl ehe , 
J!iddlx. Just returned f'rom •breed And P"pologie s to "ll 

rc vi oua s end · list s f or not r , 
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Hidi! ILT ON I A 

Conduot ed by Her bert Lecken by 

Happy Hsmiltoniena l \'/he t a lot thoy have t o int er est 
th em th ees dllys. en top of th o thr ee bi g ev ents comes the 
int ervi ew with Mr. C. H, Chspmen 1n th e "Rea di ng end Berkshi 
Revi""'' r " ferred to 1n ~ edi t ori s l chot. It is ind eed e 
very int er es ting addition to Greyfriere l ore . 

I em Blll'e Mr. ChllpmBn won 't mind me po int ing out th e t h 

mekos one littl e err or. He soye t he Gray1'riors ch ~r s ctere 
wer e first drawn by Arthur Cle r ks , This of cours e wee not s 
f or th e distinct ion went t o Hutton lditchel l, Arthur Clerks 
t ook over 11bout No .4 0 , And her e 's s omething els e . In 11\Y 

olwt I bo l dly assert tb Pt our little worl d pleyed no smell 

pe rt 1n bringi ng Gre;yfri 11rs t o t elevision . Well , hor e ogt, i 
if it bed no t b een f or Bob 'Jhit er• s el ert n ees 1n s not ting 
ldr , Chf>pmen•s s k etch es in ''The Dicycle" r nd Els o r es ult 
Le tting in t ou ch with him, th e v ete r an Prti st migh t nev er 
heve b een br ouBbt int o the li meli ght end given th4 cr ed it be 

des erv es. Yes, it's e f eath er 1n Dob 's c 11p alri ght end 
Pnoth er s i gnif ic Pnt C<l<Pmpl e of h O'll' we " :nl'ke n ews". 

~ I writ e , th o fiftb ·epiaod e of th e t elevision se ri es 
will hPVe been s hown. I h,.ve onl,Y s een t he first one, but 
fr om whe t I hcv u ga th er ed th e gen or el op ini on s eems t o b e thst 
t he .r h6v e improved som.,,,het ea t h ey hav u gon e on . i;;ven eo , 
th e qu ~s tion l' B t o whe th er they h c,ve r ePll,Y been successt'ul 

ur not Proue cs e s much or gur.,cn t !'mon.. the f Pi thf ul Pa Mr. 

l.iutl er• e Du doe t Emo~ th e gene r r l pu bli c. Howev er, it will 
bb ell ov er nex t woek, th en will come th e inqu est. 

If onl,Y it h ad b ee n pos s ibl e to put on suc h e a eries s e 

fift een or twent;r .rears ego when t he:, could hPVo chos en from 

on r rm.r of boye bro ught u p on th o Ml>gnet. I f an cy I cen h oc 
" ch orus of v oic e s Bl>,Yi ng sig M'ull,Y, "Ah, if only," 

I don• t know if tho "Jwt obi ogre phy of Frsnk Ric hr rde" is 
selling we ll Elmong tbe gene r Pl public; c ~rtsin it i a it i s 
b <,ing 1"ell support ~-d in our renks. Oll th e whol e , f pns Pre 

wol l s r tisfi ed , but th e re hes bee n & litt l e criti c is m. A 
number wi sh Fr<'nk Rich erds ht d t ol d ue more Pbou t himBelf; 
t hey eey "it is etrt, ngo f or Pn t>ut obi ogrep ~ t c et 11rt when 
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I bel i eve , th at ho didn't think onyono w~d be interest ed . 
nut I wonder if h e' • right. I don•t think it's more idl e 
curi osity, simp ly th At seeing he hes written s o much about 
b07s, they neturell:, WODder what so rt of e boy be was hims elf 
Pnd bow be ! sred up t o bi s B8Tent eent b y-es r. Ho ... .,...er, wbe1 is told s e ems t o ba.e int er 11sted eTerybody. There• s ,. 
littl e surprise her e end there o-.er o certain chepter, bu.t 
• • the ,utb or r el etes hie arperi ences quite !rPDlcl.y-, we'll 
ao,y-no 1110re ebollt tb s t. _ 

Rovi.....,, on th e Tom Merry- books wur e cr owded out l ~et 
month, but we 'll try- end ge t th em in this tim e , f or so f er 
the l!arch numbers beve not eppe er ed . Tb•sr o•a no contro voray
ubout th e first two 11toriee, f or everyon e vot oe them oxc eH ant. 

And bore rn oocplrnotion. In our Februrry- issue it wA~ at r ted ' R •. J. lltcdoDAld wcul d be t r ld ~ on the cov ers . Un
f or tunat ol:, t:,rough s n UD1'or esacn circumst ence this will no 
be so. However, th e next beat thing hrs happened , for 
C. H. CbAplDl'n hr s b oen GJ18f'ged. He t ells me be hea elreo 
don~ f our. _ 

Soae tim e ego I r ecei v od e l ett er from e newcomer to our 
circle, Stanley- Smith, Lord ,ie ndnonh Coll ege , Long Sutton,1 
]leaill,.;atolte . It conteined a IIIOllt etrildng acc ount of the 
we-,-in whic h ho llll'de th e eoqueint ence of th e compeni on pepers. 
:t 1r:no .. bov.· much this lcind of thing sppee ls , so I re quoting 
it here with Stenlo y-' s pe rmissi on . 

" l wne in bi>spit el nt th e tim e . I' d been t bt:re f or 
eomo month.a Nld , , e f er , a I coul d s "o , eoemcd doomed t o 
be th er e f or r l on, tim o t o c oma. One d"7 I r EIDlember 
perticul orl7. I ,..,a boNd - bore d es onl:, e boy c~ be -
I'd r erd eve ry- book in the bospit Pl {et ecy r et o , rll 
th ose th et they- gl'Ve t o me} Pnd eve rything tbrt bed been 
brou&ht in b;y-kind r ol l't hes Pnd fri ends. The bosp it sl, 
1t sel! , we• o Bllll'll one end l'l l th e rest of th e ule 
petienta ware , t o me, ol d men. I wee , ee I bevo •~id, 
b ored, l onely end rather hopeleea. Then SOJD&One grve me 
"s omething t o r G('d" .0 nd I found •eel! holding ,: pPper 
cOTered book of the type tb t>t I' d never s oon bet'ore. It 
hrd r wtd te cOTer Pnd wee b drd ed "Tho Penn;r l'op ul r r" -
wr r time pric e l Underne ~t h the her 

i 
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of two boye (~,un Lung and, I believ e , DuJ.etrode) enga ,:ed in 
an argument on the ice. J,(y interest wee aroused en<!, I 
op ened the book. In doing 110, I opened the door into e new 
world in which nry boredom, lonelin eH end preoccupati on with 
11\Y ech us end peine was t o be l ost tor ever. That may sound 
extravagant, but it ia the sober tr11th. 

(Thie was inspired by Leonard Ji!oeley's ce11Stic old men out 
comments in the ''DaJ.ly Ezpreaa" rec ently. ) 

GRErFR!l.RS AND TBE JEl'-JiGE 
By Jim ~fale h 

I have t h e honour and prirtlege - eo I 811 assured by e 
pr omin en t newspaper critic - of participating in the Jet-Jlge . 

I f ee l neithe r honoured nor prirtleged. 
You see, I realis e that the af oresaid P ,N,C. meene it 

as a two-edged c ompliment. \Then he wishes t o di eperege the 
product ot a byegone ere - for aa 811oh he evidently re g ards 
the twenties and thirties - he lands, by implication hie 
awn modernity of outlook . 

Greyt'riare, its "impossible schoolboys" end their 
activities are, he tells us, dated , out--<IIO<ied, a bore and 
ou t of t ouch with the realities of the times•• we - lucky 
prop le - lcnow them. 

Now a subject whi ch hes given me much food f or thought 
since the Magnet ceased publication ie this - if the Gray
f'riere stories came t o be reglllarly written again could they 
bu presented with en "up-to-date r eeliem'' sufficient t o dis
arm such vitup erativ e criticism ee I have quoted? 

And I not only ask Could They but - SHOULD TIIEf? 
Let me give y ou e po1111ible instance of 811ch "pro , ,rese" 
Hew do y ou imagine the tuck-eh op ?Do you see it ae I do 

tucked SlfSY in a corner of the quad, its bow-fr onted window 
end bulJ,o.eye psnea still preserving s quaint Vict orion 
eepeot I gw,rded by a lest)' elm beneath whose welcome shade 
the fellows ait on II wooden bench sipping ginger-pop? 

OUt-datedl b.wey with itl tet• 11 fell th e tree end res 
the shop end on ita aite erect a modern, stream-lined, 
chromium-plated llillt Bar and Soda Fountain in which the 
f el lows jive to th e raucous strains of th e juk e-~. 

Thrills y ou ehl Or does it? 
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Tiut we will p euso swhil a befo r o consi dor ill{; such 
fr igh teni ng pr ospocts furt h er; l et us s ee how Gl'\.'Yfri ars 
conf onned t o the tim es when th o Ms;,net itself, fe r fr om being 
e "beck-numb er", wes very much s r ee li ty . ' /here modern I 
inv enti ons Wer e concerned , Gr eyf r i srs "88 not quit e the bee r 
11'Pter thst th e jet-,. ge critics would have their re aders 
beli eve. How l on;;-is · it since Coker•s "stink - bik e" and 
Jlrowney' e wireless se t first · shatt or ed th e celm of the o l d 
pl ace? Did not an sei'op l ene occaeionelly swoop down end 
scoop e f ull ow of! the ployin g-p itch or land a stranded juni or 
on enothor one ill time for th e match? ( th e l ett er inci den t 
occurred ectu all y, if memcry s erv os me r ig ht, et Rookwood 
only e yaer or two efter the firs t war ). 

Then th e murmur wee "imp oss i bl e stunts " - t oo up-t o
de t e l Now its " impossi bl e sch ool boys" - t oo out-of-d et o l 
Verily th o critic s ere herd t r, p l ePee l 

True, th o s t orms end uph esvels of the dey l eft her dly e 
ri ppl e on the Greyfri srs surf s co. The G-Old Ueserv ee th en , as 
now, occ!'sionP lq somehow took fl i (lht from th e vaults of the 
Bank of Englan d ~nd prov oked e crisis, Jlut the Greyfriare 
f ell ows were mor e concerne d about the where abouts of the 
Hidden Loot truit y et enothe r petty cro ok bed "lifted" from 
th e Courtfiel.d Denk - th et instituti on rob bod so maey times 
it s oul d onq hev e baen the good offices of t he J'emou.e Fi ve 
Loo t Reccvory Dept . that enPbl ed it t o keep s ol vent. 

!Jut th e wort h of cti ticism thet howls "de ted ", "out
moded", cen be ,;euged f r om the feet th et of e ll th e vill eins 
who pi tt ed their wi ts - t o their und oi ng - ege inst our hero es, 
i t was th e curr ent b.,gey-men of th e topicel press th At now 
s eem most boring in retrospe ct . 

Thus we hrd th o Hun of World r1~r I - f or such, during 
the spa t e of tyr Pnnic r l masters et the v ari ous s ch ools, 
pr oved t o b e th e wolf in sch ol as tic sh eep's cl c thing - end , 
almost et the end , tho Nesi of ' /or ld ~ier II . 
' In between, during th e Abys sini an aff air, we hed th e 

Fescists, Count Zer o ond Muccolini; har e , the des i gnat i on 
of It elie ns as 11de.gos11 and 11mrc s roni-munch ers" rev e r ather fl 

J eck Hsrltewey touch t o scmo otherwise good s t ori es . 
:iut, f ortunstely, such inflict ions wer e f ew Pnd, on the 

whole, Frank Rich erds succ eeded very well in PVoidin{; the 
v ery tnip i nt o whic h subservience to t he j et -ago crit i cs 
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ef i' ort t o be up-t o-dat e ! ;,.,, e r<leult, ell of ua cen r e -r ee d 
s n ol d Mei:;net with undiminish ed pl eseur e; but who th e devil) 
want s t o r<l-r esd o ld n ewepep er a wi th t h eir "up-t o-th e-minut e" 
hee d lin es ? 

Jlut we er e l ees conc ern ed with th e Old School 88 we 01 
Doye knew it than with th e Greyi'riere s e the J et - Age Kid s 
mie,ht s ee it or, rather, es th e c ritics would lik e them to 
eee i t . 

Imsgi.n e - p lo eaant th ought - t lw t th e old Magnet i e on 
th " booket ell s once oge in1 end 1.megin e furth er - h orribl e 
t hough t - thet it baa now been t ek en ove r by e fi rm of th e 
Thomps on ce li br e who hav e inst e ll ed e eu b aut h or to writ e 
t he st uri es . 

Th e ed i t or decid ed on e p olicy 01' b eng-up-t o-th e
minut e r ee liem. 

Uni'ortunet e ly, th ough th e odit or h88 ,. po li cy tbPt con 
tr ol s th e pap er, the politici sne hav e P po lic;;r th Pt c ont ro ls 
t h e edi t or - nut t o menti on th e 1'orty- odd milli on non- ed it ors • 
.l.nd that policy, lik e th e s es eona, is subject t o r epid 
1'luctuet i ona. 

Hence , th e edi t or's policy of up -t ~s t e r ea lism i a 
li eb l e t o bsTe unf ortunet e , not t o SflY 1'eroic s l, results. 

'Ji tn eaa th e ennouno ement in th e Megn et ;rou hne jue t 
bo~ ht - "Cocm,enoing n111:t wee k . Grend Holi de;r Series 1'estur
ing th e Exc it ing Ldve n t ur es of Herry ':ib.er t on & Co on th e J 
Contin en t". 

ll.nd in nex t we ek's - "Owing t o t he i mp ositi on 01' th e 
" 25 Curr ency Limi t on spending a bro ad , Herry ~/hert on•s holi y 
t vur i s cr nc ell ed . Reed within abou t th e El<cit i.ng Adventures 
01' th e Gr eyi' ri ere Chume e t Kar !(8t e t" I 

Or egs in : t he aub s uth or writes e st ory rev ol ving ro und 
t he both er which enauee when Bunter ua e e another f e ll aw111 
i dent it ;r ce rd t o 80hi eve s ome tricl< er;r. And th e dey b efo re 
t h e .ole,91et i s dua to eppe Pr i dentity c e rd • ere eboliehed . So 
t he s t ory i s Ds t od bei' or e i t ill publish ed.I 

Th en th ere wee tho o sa e when th e sutbor f ur go t h e wea 
n ow in t h e jet -a ge 811d 1<baent-mind ed ly introduc ed one o r two 
r eel ol d-1'ea hi oned Siud;;r Spr eed a end Dorm Fee ate. The edi t o 
11ently pc:,inted out ~t this '" " ' not i.n k eeping with the pep e;- ' a ro c lieti9 policy end th et he c ouldn't sh ock t o-<loy•e y ou t h ' by uugg~e t~ th et th e eoss ee were fri ed bec oua e co upons 



~~~~~~~~~~~-112-~~~~~~~~~~~-. 

for the f i,t had been wengled in Fis hy' e BlAck l!ar ket; or 
thst the tin of croem biacui te had been acquir ed bec ause 
11ouly still bed influunce with the girl in the bun-sh op. 

And, s s e clilllax, hav e you h etrd the et ertling news that 
ursnium has been discovered under th e o ld Qued? You cen har dly 
weit, I imsgin e , t o reed the further news of th e Greyft"i ere 
At omic Research Plant. You will, I am sur e, quiver wi t h 
excitement -.tum y ou reed in your Msgnet - "Next "Joek. The 
Gt"eat ElecUQJl. Winc ete v Loder. Who Sha ll be Heed Shop 
steward?" 

~fell , deer r eaders , you cen wipe th o beede of p er spireti on 
fr om your brow. Th&re'e ru, need t u inflict eey more on y ou 
f or that wee th o }pet issue of th e Ml>.:,net - !few Seri es ; oven 
the Jet-Ag e Kida coul d st omach no more! 

~le can aff ord t o be f a ceti ous at such flights of fency 
end (l'I'llteful th at such ficti on is but phent asy (phew\ ) , t 
pr esent . Du.t, in s eri ous vein , ur:, outl ook has not changed 
very much from the time when, es e young boy, I wee f orced 
thr ough circumst ances t o change my own sch ool • I ""s like s 
fi sh out of wete r end deep eret ely. unhappy; th e ol d feces gone, 
ill their et et>d new clsssllll'tee whose ways were ell differen t 
to my own. 

'/11110.t conec lsti on th en witlin those llll'gic p ages ; f er 
her & wee s echcol thet never changed and one in which th e ol d 
f amili ar f eces were Plweye th er e t o gr eet one. 

A.a it wee then, s o is it now; t o th at new Old Jloy the 
old sch ool still r emains on& of th e few unch angil'l6 things in 
e changing world . 

Let th e J et-J,ge Kida have their eps ce- shipe - if the 
ch~ery Co . will give • lick of paint t o the ol d vsn end hitch 
p th e ol d boss l' 11 be quit e hs ppy t o j og r lo ng th e due ty 

l tne e with them once more . They csn have th eir rocket 
re pell ed aerial monste rs 1 but if th e ,l~t er Lily ever t ekee 

t o th e silv ery Themes sg~in I'll tow th et de er old dinghy 
r am London Bri dge t o Oxford - with Bunter in it t oot 

s o wl>.8n we next "l ook-in - on Greyfi srs may it reflect 
th e Chmgeleee Scone; th e ohsll8ing one we• 11 leeve t o the 

t ri oli o pens of the C~rping Columnists end Jibing J ournalists. 
To esc ape from th at we l ook t o f.' m:l.~hti er pen dipped in I 

e more congenial flui d - The Spirit o_f Eternal Youth . 
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LJI • fi t ting c oncluei on I wi ll ps rephrs ee, if I may, 
th e words vf that immortal p uem of Rupert Drc oke ' a: 

Ther e is One Corn er of Our o..n Deer Lend, 
That is F or Ever Gr eyi' rie .rs. 

THE IID.'i TOM lllERRY BOOKS 
By Gerald .11.lis on 

The fi rst eig ht of the two new St .Jim's st ori es by 
Gold Hswk .Dook.e at 1/6 eech wee moat fav ourabl e . The f orma1 
was excellent, end if th e artist bed n o t quit e succeeded in 
portrey:1.n;, t he Gussy, Blake end Trimble e tc . we know s o well , 
he could certainly hove done fer wors e . 

~1het e pl eesent 0%peri ence it wee again t o bey new yen I" 
about Tcm Merry & Co . et a r eas onable pric e . One is l o et 
in admirati on f or Martin Cli ff ord. Wh at c ourag e t o begin e 
new venture of this kind et bi s tim e of life . Mey h e 11 v e 
f or evert 

.'.nd whet ab out the tale s themselves? Wel l, I enjoyed 
them b oth. Ther e are certainly no oth er sch ool tal es of 
comparabl e mcri t app earing today. 

"Tom Merry• s Secret 11 , i e e ve ry pl ea sent romp end was 
most eetisfect ory ell through. 

In ' 'Tom Merry 's Rivel" we agein have Tom-challenged es 
ceptsin by Cerdew . But no t t he Cerdew od the Gem. Gone 11 
th e coo l, suave , ins ouciant Ral ph Reckn ees , who n ev er l ost 
bi s" imperturbabl e sang-f ro id und er any c irc umetences. In hJ ~ 
place we have "Cerdew th e Ced", s much less lik eable chsr sc 1 ~r . 
Th e old Csrdew was never aced. Racke wse. 

But it would b e invidi ous t o cri ti c is e such an ex ce ll er ~ 
t sle fo r e fault which is quite c crteinly "in the ey e of th, 
behol der'' • 

The el ec ti on of th e new Captain was v ery exciting. Teles 
about trisle, el ec tions, fi gh ts et c . ere always enjo yabl e 
ri gh t up to th e end bec aus e of th e unc o,rteinty as t o the 
r eeul t, and this yarn will satiety ev eryb ody - I think . 

Thanks e million, Jlr. Cliff ord. 

ON SI.LE: 250 ~. Uni on Jacks; 230 id. Pluoke 1 Gems, Nc-s. 
563-564, 1558-1663. )lagnete, 1461-1467, 1573-1584 , 1589-
1598 . F . ll!Bchi.n, 38 St.Thomse•e Road, Pr eeC.on. 
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THE MEI.SON r.:;E COLut!N 

.ill communicstione to Rob er t Bl.,Ythe, 
46 Carlet on Road, Hollow,,y , London, N. 7. 

;.m0 ng nr ooks • many clsiJDs t o fame there is one that h s s 
not been deel t with t o eey greet extent . .1nd t het is he we , 
•nd is, s most pr olific writ er. I 

Ape rt fr om t he Nels on Lee Library end the Unio n Jeck, his 
w<0rk may b 3 f ound in meey other boys • pep ers . 4s we know, I 
his fi rst ef fo rt t o be acc epted wee " s eri el in the Gem in 
1910 ca ll ed "The Ir on Isl and". Inf ormation concerning whet 
he wrot e between th en end 1915, when ho ccmmenced writing f or 
the N~le on Lee , is very sc anty, but I think it fair ly safe tr 
ese um• th at h e wee r espons ibl e f or s everal st ori es in th e 
Megnet ruul. Gem. One Gem st ory, et l ea st, we kn ow t o be his 
beceuse I h8'Ve ~he ori ginal l,f; . It wee "The Terrible Thre e 's 
Sub" (No .146, 1910 ) . It is als o s of a t o eay th at he wrot e l 
most cf the St .Ji m' s st vri es be tween 1926 ond 1931 (s ee Er ic 
Fayne•s articl e ".1.nd ev ery st ory a Gem" in this ye ar's J.nnue ). 

AB t o th e quelity of these st ories , it is a debatab l e I 
point . His er r lier efforts t o imi t ete Charles He.mil t on I a 
s tyl e ,, ,,s not good . Cert ainly they cPnnot be cl f'ssed emongst 
his beat work. Howevur, when we come t o th e l ate r p eri od I 
f eel thFt e l ot of th e st ories wer e <s good rs t hose in the 
N .L . It• s true I only possess on e suc h s eries ce ll ed 
"Hendf orth ot St.Jim's" (which I cons ider very emusing ) but 
I should i megin e th ose th at prec eded Pnd th ose th ~t f ol1 0wed 
wvr e on , par with this s eri es. I t hi nk t ha t th e re ason 
this pa rti cula r peri od was be tter th en the r est Wfla bec rus e , 
being " well known and well lik ed auth or in hie own right. 
/,fter h vving writt en so meey St .Jim • s st ori es he decided tMt 
he couldn't be bot her ed t o imit at e any l onge r, s o grPd u elly I 
tr oubl ed l ess end less until at l est - in th e se ries mentioned 
pbove - he mede no ettempt t o imitat e at I'll end wrote with
ou t , ny r est ricti on of his normal style . In cons equ ence 
th ese l Pter Gem st ori es, as I s ay wvr e flS good, in th eir 
wey, as those in t he N .L. 

The Union J ack rnd th o thre e se ri es of th e Sext on Bleke 
Libr ary er e rncth or profit abl e fie ld for enyone sea r ching 
fo r his st ories . There er e th os e who Sfly th ot he was much 
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1 more e t home writing de t ective stories then sohool stories . 

Well, th et t oo , is e debete ble po i nt, but detective st ori es 
wer e hie first l ov L <'nd they'r e c ort e inly hie p r esent, so 
l &t • e s ee whet he wr ot e in th e U . J. 

The first thet I csn dei'init e l)- t r ece t o him wee No .44 , 
''The Coff ee St ell leystery". I heven •t got it, s o I cen•t 
sey much ebout it. Then comes e big gap t o No.720, "Twixt 
Sunse t f'Ild Dewn". I haven I t got that e i th ert Dut from 
then until the v ery l es t c opy but one h e wrot e et l eas t 68 
st ories end th <'t' a sp proximst el)- one in '"=7 twelva iasu.ea 
which is n 't s bed everege. 

The maj or i ty of these st ories ere con cerned with the 
edv entur es of We ld o, but t c,wprds th e end h e introduced a 
much mor e en t ert aining charact er , one Eustro e Cavendi sh, 
based I'm sur e upon Archi e Glenthorn o . Howev er, bei'ore 
Wl'l do came on th e eo an o in No. 794 "Wl' ld o th e Wonder M!on" th 
s t ori es were just pl a in detec tiv e yerne, wi t h no particular 
oppone nt t o Sexton Ble ke . These ea rly stori es were near ly 
e ll writt en in th e first p erson. They were e mix ed bet, 
some were good, s ame wer en't. However, en int eroa ting aid 
li gh t on • f uw of th em was thet he frequent]J' introduced 
Nel son Lee <'.nd Nipp er . Inde ed , in one story, No. 777, 
''The FlaahliBbt Clu e" . h o introduc ed so me of t he St .Fr enkB 
chore ct "1"8. 

With th e adv ent of Wal do , h owever, he dropp ed e ll this 
end con c entttted on Waldo clon e . Ev<,ry s tory fr om t hen 
until the in troduct i on of Ceve ndish in No. 1~54 r evolved 
r r oun d We ld o . It i s per hepe not gane r oll)- known outside 
lll eke ci rcl es t ru, t t h o origine l Wt>l do was ,. bit of o dirty 
dog , in feet he wee s vill e in of th e de ep est dyet Possibly 
Brooks found he "had so mething' ' in this cherecter, so it WP 

not long before he wes cleaned up end turned into t he "Ro bi 
Hood" of crime . In f eet, he b ocPme s o r es pe ctabl e th!!t it 
hurtt Ha even bec eme one of th e big nois es e t Sc otlehd Ye 
on one oc casion. 

p., rh aps one of Ilrooks' b"s t known stori es i.n th o U.J • 
,.,,s th et in th e "Proud" Tr ~in Series ce lled "Blind Luk"". 
LB you mry know, six euthcre wer ~ given cortein frets end ho 
t o build e st ory around thu111. In th e resulting c ompeti ti on 
t v ju dg" th e beet story, Brooke ' effort wea ewnrded the p e 
In conn ecti on with this series llroo ks t old us th e f ollowi.ng 

t o 
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It epper r s t ht t he wae not ono of th o originsl s ix to 
b e chosen , but e t t he l est moment one of th e euth or s f ell 
ill end the ed it or phoned E.S . lJ . in e greet fl ep Pnd •eked 
him if he could turn ou t e st ory i n tim e fo r t he nex t issu e 
( th ey were printed weeks in edvence , of course . ) • This he 
ogr .,ed t o do end set down t o wri t a 1t s tr eight ""'"Y. (:.S s 
mat t er of f act , I think he dict at ed most of hie stuff t o hie 
rif e , but th et•e by th e way. ) He must have put in soma 
pr etty bord work on thot occasion, f or he bed it fi ni shed 
bj: t he foll owing morning, ond it was i n t he odit or• s hPnds 
th e sema dcy . For this sp ec i ~l eff ort he r ~ceived no t one 
word of t henks rn d whe t wee more import an t - not hing ext r e in 
t he pey packet t But th at wee typi col of the ..'.l.P. 

For once in a whil e I'v e got more mate ri el t hen t her e • e 
rpom t or, ao th er e' 11 be more nex t month. 

Here •e e f ew more titl es t o f inish off 111th. You know, 
I shell f ee l l os t when I come to th e end ( aey year now). 
They ' v e been li sted in the Col umn f or so l ong th ey' r e elmos t 
pert of th e femily t 

2nd New Ser ies 
No . 51 , Tho Hero of Shingle need. 52, ltebell ion ot 

st.Franks . 53 , Up, The Rebels ! 54, The Rebels Triumph. 
55 , The Fi gh ti ng F•gs . 56, l!,,ndy's Pel e . 57, .Archie , the 
Spendthrift. 58, Bucki ng up the Fourt h. 59 , Cr ppo r• s 
Ceptured Ceps. 60, The l,lyste ry of t he Monrs t ezy Rui ns . 
61, From Pr eiri e t o Crstle. 62 , Fl ooded out et St .Fr ants . 
63, The Peril of the A'.oor. 64, St .Fr onks by t he Bri ny . 
65 , Dy Submerin e to the Pol e . 66, Inv odor e of Gothle nd . 
67, St .Frenks in t he Li sts. 68, Tho Valley of Feor. 
69, Lae the Liollheert . 70, Schoolboys in 1.rmour . 
-. .:-1.- - "--"' · ··- 1--- '1.1',,. ...... . .. -- ·--. - · -

17..Jfl'ED "Uni on J ock" 896. ~axt on lJlake Libr ari es let Seri , a 
54 , 57 , 219 , 229 , 241 , 253 , 271, 276 , 283 , 301, , 12, 325, 
356, 358 , 360, 366, 371. Second Sori es 1, 8, 16, 25, 35, 
41, 42, 7 5, 77, 52 . Good prices of fered. . 
J osephine Peckman, 27 .:..rcMele R ead, :::. Dulmch, S .E .22. 

~/e d~ep ly r egre t t o ennoun ce th e death of 
R}l;IN:.Lll .:JlTl'U!l HUDSON, Choi rmen Nort hern Section 
of the O.l .:l .C. He pes sed ewry suddenly on 
Sundoy, Mor ch 21st. 



LE TTEH BOX 

Frank Richards is Pleesed 

March 10th , 1952 . 
Deer Herbert Leckenby, 

Many thanks for the C.D.: cr ammed with int eresting 
matte r to met I like your review of t he .tw.tobriogr eph1' 
very much ind eed . My deer boy, you have don e me proud! 
Whon I r eed your review . I almost made up my mind to write 
e se cond volume, filling in th e gepst But I r emind myself 
th e t it ie poss ibl e t o have t oo much oven of e good thingt 
I heve been r a th er amused by lett er s I hav ~ r ec eived . on th 
subj ect of those chapt ers now l ocked up in v drewer. They 
seem t u int erest some re eders quit e es much es th e publi sh 
chapters, perheps a littl e mor e. 

Bunte r on TV s oems t o have r oused quit e e l ot of co!llDent. 
For myself , I can only r epee t th at I like it very much ind eed. 
If it isn• t quit e perfect, is anything, in this i mporfect 
world? I just l ove watching th e pl rys end wish thPt they 
were going on f or ever. 

I like t ~o J ohn ShBw's not e on my first eppeerence on 
the t el evisi on sc r een. J ohn s eel!lS a littl e surprised by 
r emar k t o hliss Heringt on that I em t r eneleting th e odes uf 
Hor ace int o Engl ish vers e . uctue l ly, this heppy end 
enjoyeble t eak h,•s been with me f or y oer s - a 11 ttl e bit 
lik e Ltr.Quelch •s His tory of Greyfri or st I nourish F hope 
of publishing , bofor d very long, c volume of th e el ca ics 
so l octed fr om th e f our books of tho Odes: in :::nglis h but 
pr ese rving the Lat in metr e . The.ugh . whet th e r evi ewer s will 
think of a tr ansl a tion of Hor ace by th ~ auth or of Billy 
Bunte r I just don't know! 

'I i th kind r egard s , 
.'.lweys yours sinc er e ly, 

----------- ------ -- FRiJfK RICU.RDS . 

The 11)'.stery Run of "Sch ool , ,md Sport " 

Deer Edito r, 
.Mr. J. lt . Swen lws kindly thrown e l i ttle li ght on rey

unc .art einty es t o how l ong "Sch ool and Sport" e ctu ally r an, 
c.s ho hes copi ea of Nos. 25 ~nd 27. H. !, . Hint on evid ~ntly 



elz> Bo~· Book 8>Uect:or 
No,l publish ed lat March. A few c opies still 
available . Art Cover, ~6 large 10" x 8" pages 
12 articles ; includin8 those by Frank Rich
ards and Lewie (Kestrel) Jac kson, plus "That 
Dreadful Mr . Re.vnolda", "Frank Richards' Sch . 
Daya", "Jac k She ppa rd" , "The Greyfriara Her
ald", "The id Vanguard Library", "Hamilton's 
Leading Men", review of "Frank Ric hards' -
Aut obi og raphy", otc. • . • • • . . • • • 

No.2 ready let Jun e, Cont ent s in clude ''lleh:ind 
th e Scene s", the inside st or y of "The Gem" &: 
"Magnet", by their Editor, C. M.Down; "Frank 
Richards Replies", t ha full tex t of his con
trover sy wi th Geor ge Orwell &: Harol d A.Albert 
plus "Th e Demon Barber", " Col oure d Coun t ies 
and Coloured Covers", "Hamilton 's Key Men, 
(D'Arcy, Bunter&: Lovell ) , otc. etc. Order 
yours now. 
Single oopi e s 2a. 0d post free : Annual Sub
scription 8s . Od, from: 

Tom Hopperton, Courtlands, Fulford Road , 
Scarborough . 

{contd. fr~~ p .117) 
ll!lldc a bi ~e r fi ght of it thrn , in common with Clifford Cliv• 
end Roger J enldns, I hBd im>.•gine d. No. 25 wos in a new · t 
format - sixtee n peges and "Megnet" s i ze - helldcd "New Size, 
!few Stories" end "Gr ee t Fr ee Gif t Number", t he gif t be ing fo, Ir 
photo pletes . _;_ new se ri es of detactiv e sto ri es f ea turing 
llartin CriF PS be;;;en, vnd St .Kit 's wee still going st r ong 1n 
both number s. !.lr . Hcmilton's foundation e arv ad t he t>d.itor 
bot ta r then ha knew. 

Yours sincer el:r, 
T01! l!OPPERTON. 



Edi t ed by 11. l! . Bond . 10 l.'rtY '.7en . Rhiw bina . Ca rdiff . s • ./ales. 

The nound Ta ble 

,·.us not quite oo crowed thi s month , but 
nevertheleoo corrospo ndonc o has boon much br isker thun f or 

many month s pa rl and a&>i n I am a ble to quote excerpts 

tft-han one o r tw0 ,i;hich I am suro vi.ill bo o f int erest to 
e maj or ity ot Blake tans. 

Ronald Ao !li chollo o f \\hit chur ch , llr . Bri st ol r ea d t h o old 

U. J . te.i r ly regularly bet,.,.,en t he years 1 926 and 193 3 

until i t be come the illt ated "llejocti v e !fe ekly" . Th e 

latt e r pu blic atio n Ronal d sny s " did no t quite ha ve the 

91lJDO ap p eo.l n o the tJ. J " a nd I th ink ,.., al l agree with 

him th e re , nlth ou{tl ear ly nun bera were more in k eepi ng 

\11th the old Dlnke tr ndit ione t ha n <1ere th e latter ioa uos 

>hich lo ft t ho r oado r wond erin g if Bl.oleo ,·n s l ikol y to 

survi v e tho chnngo . "Ono of th o sori oo I pa rti c ul a rly 

onJoyod" continued Roncl. d, '"1tls the Paul Cyno a storioo . 

We shal.1 novor rend su ch oto ri oe ngni n in rrry opinio n , a.s 

th o prooont da y s . B. Ls nro not to bo compn r od wi th t hem " . 

At t h io poi nt our now c.r rival a t tho Round Ta blo nak s if 

it would not bo poss iblo to f orm a l ibrary of old U. J and 

s . B. L . copie s "so tha t man bors could l:n v e an oppo rtunity 

of ro-ro n ding somo o f th o grand yar ns". Po r haps thia 

ooul d bo dio c ussod at t ho noxt mooting of th o Sext on Bl.al< 

Circl o :it Southend in APril . Tho id oo i s n good one , of 

eours o , but in my o stimn t ion it coul d onl y be arranged by 

n number ot co lloctors who would bo w.Uling to l oan cop ies 

to man bo rs of su ch a libr ary at a IIIUll.l chGr go . Pe r haps 

th o Ci rcl e wi ll ha vo a cha t a bout this an d lat us I.now . 
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contin uing Tho nound Tnbl o 

------------------- Ronald llicholls orit i c iao s tho 
arti e l os by 'Jal t or './obb ..hic h, ho oo.ys "s eem to go on li !:o 
th o 'brook in Tennyson's poem, Do you not think t hnt 
artic l es on sorio s that npponrod in the 1920 ' a , ,ould 
nppc nl mor o to t ho m.-.jori ty of Bk ko fans , ho waro not 
r o:iding t ho U . J. during tho Ed\1:l rdi n n Ern?" 
voll, on o can look ut it in t,.o ·,<,ys. I think t h,,t mo3 t 
of th o r oridor o of th e :rtori oo in t ho 1920' s, boi ng fomill c, 
\'ti.th th oir 11purpl o pori od" might uolcomo somo i nfon:no.ti o:1 
"bout thoir f~.vo urit o ch<ir notor no ho nppcc.rod in i ss u es 
long befor e th oir timo. Por conall y I th i.nk Wal t cr Wobb 
ha s done c. m.:?tv ol lou n j ob in unonrthine such n wool. th of 
inf onimtion r.'oout th o pro- = (1914-1 918 ) Clo.kc scono, ;,ut 
of course ,ro nro a ll ent i t l ed to our om opi ni on o e nd it .,, 11' 
b o int or osting t o kno, , th r. t oth cr o think , I migh t a dd 
hor o t ha t I nm f o.-,t urin~ ·.'h-il.tor ' s l ong c:rt i cl o no a s irial 
in ordor t o lend " lit t l e vnrioty to Rlcl<i cJ1u. Evon his 
"dmirors mi(?rl not ngr oo to n f ull "Dtl\tnrdi nn l;r a.11 i o mo. 
- Anothor long M d irrt orosting l crttor C "'1 0 fr oo 
St::nloy ::inith of Baoinestoko , ilnnts , but l\ 3 apa co is v rry 
l imit cd thia month I sha ll h:wo to f otlturo bi o ran. -,rk o 
noxt month , I n th o m a, rrtim o th "nk you St:lnloy for your 
most i nt or octing lc-tt or nnd I om s uro most ror.dor s ,"fill 
onj oy h oc.rin g of yo ur Bl ako irrt c r csta . 

Final l y PJlt hony llc.kor of Hi:j1 3:,rnot rir it os : - ''I nm 
rriting to t ell y :iu hou much I onj oy !Uclci :mc . Li ko ~dee . 
Coat e s I t oo tli sh t ha t t ho S, B. L. r ovi ou s ha d not Gtoppod • 

. Not kno\7ine pro-,nr ill.cl<o r:to r i c s very wol l I foud i t int , 
ost i ng to soo h ov Gorry Allison compar od tho pr ooont dny 
taloe tll.th tho ol d onoa , Could you r oouo o th o lists of th~ 
S, B. L. titloa? I found th oso very ux ful o.s I UC1 s uro o an7 
others did . l'lnl tor ·,iobb ' s ooriPl is oxtr an oly goo d, as i , , 
of course , th o Round Tnblo. In f r.ct lllcl d u ns ia oxcollant 
houov or you l ook d 1 t nnd if only you ro sU!Jod tho s. B. L, 
rovi c\/ s i t \7Duld, in lll)I: o:,,inio n• bo pcrf oct" . Thank you 
Ant hony for y our bouquot a . I ohnl l bo pl o:iocd t o hoar if 
oth ors \ r.:-,nt tho so rovi oTm to bo rom.a:1od. Cho,.rio f or now. 

H. 1;",uric o .Jond. 



onn r e1:1ccb or t ho tn/I ON JACK fr oo t ho v ery d::,,y soxto 
Bl..'.lko t ook ov er p on:iano nt 1y, en d i:r I wore ::,::,le al t o 
at nt c n t iao in t ho l on g yor:r o ,mi ch follo"°d ,ih on 
th o sto r i oo t10ro l oc.at i nt or oat in g , I 3hou1 d unhoo-

~ 8tingl y p lump f or th o p a- iod r ough 1y 1n ot i ng from !lo. 
t o 400. I h=.d boon a rogu1 .1r r on d or fr oo tho begin

ning , but oft tio oa du ri ng t hi s th r oe yonrs I f e lt l ike 
giving.th o p :,por up in disgust , and once I ovon tir ot o to t 
tho ed it or a nd n 3J; od hio to st op Bl.ck o ot orioa if the y 
couldn ' t ad<o t hee b et to r, an d return to y n.rna o f a variod 
typo a o hc d bo on t ho policy dur ing th o fi r ,t t ,.<> y ea r s . 
Fortun atel y th o edito r di d not fol l ou my odvico, fertun 
;,toly indoo d, I c :in h.onr coll oag o , ;,:,urico Bond and de zon s 
of oth er s OOJ' ,;.hon t he y ro nd this . 

ilut ho n oat 1y you fo1lorn, t ho groa t nojo ri t y of tho 
oto r io:J during tl~ t p eriod , ,oro g, n at l y tri p e , soa o of 
tha:, r.i:-.king i t e n otld o~.1 to r oa d th r ough . True , PllL.l'Jor 
ha d boon intro duc ed , n aign of bet t or t hin gs to coa o, bu t 
h o onl y a pp~. r od vo ry occacio nn1l y. 

Tho r oa son for this long spe ll of p oor at ori o a nn s 
tho annic fo r Ibo.king Blak o e nd Tinker nd op t otrango rol e s 
an d tho ntte:,p t to cn sh in on soao p nsai ng ov ont. It 
muld np ponr t lmt tho e dit or v.ould hnvo n ta.llc to i.iark 
Ihrrnn or -ur rnY Cl-nYdon (th w tm \!ho uroto t ho oaj ority 
of tpo st ories nt t h..-,t t w o) poi nt to qmo thi ng d1ich , ,n o 
rnking tho ho nd1in oe at th o t iao an d so y ''m"i t o a sto ry 
nround t ha t"• Tho idon a ight hn v o aucc oodod occ n ai on o.11y 
but ae r o often it fl opp ed . For instance , Lor d llort h-
cliff o ord er ed v.11 his n o,: apnp ors to nt t nck t ho gro at aoap 
fims . Th o coo pa i gn co.u 3od n gro at sons::. t io n an d l nto r 
l os t t ho no ,-,spa:, ors a l ot of aon ay ,mon th oy ,,-JOre IIUod :for 
libo1 . But tho Um.on Jn ok st ory ,;h ich t-n s , r itt en r ound 



~~~~~~~~~~122~~~~~~~~~-, 

it and i n ,.h ich SpO<ll'ing :,lnyo d a part, ,-.no one o f th o oost 
pu eri l e I CNor road• 

Thon t..-,ko !lo• 385 ''Tho R\t hor of t ho Ch~ ol" n curi ou s 
tit l o to ooac nnd not hing to do m th t ho Non-conforai ot 
f a ith . For tho bonofi t _ of t ho so ,-.ho know not t ho p rintor s 
craft I e ight expl nin t hat " chnp ol" is an anciont tom 
for a ocoting of print or s ,·.hon thoy got t ogot ho r to di souse 
t he ir a f fn i r s, and t ho f at her is th oir oloc-t od chni:roru,. 
At t ho t :iDo of thi s st ory th oro m s trou bl o i n tho printin 
,-,,r l d and i t t old of t ho events l oad ing up t o u strike on 
n nou sp ap or . Volunt eer s , including Bl :,Jc o a nd Tinkor , ,ror o 
h urr i dl.y got t ogot h or c.nd tho pnp ar tri uophn nt ly gpt to bod 

n tiD o• Nou I m s ,10r king on n ao rning n cu sp up ar 1n 
~oso days , e.nd I kno \7 all nbout th o r e.co c.©'.linst tho cl ock 
through out tho ,-intch cs o f th o night; men j ust one noo b or 
o f an oxport str,_ff ub sont could cro :.t o n dospor ate sit uati o 
So nat ur ully ,-hon I roal t ha t story I thr ou it dc,,.21, s .>il od 
, ryly and oxcl.'\iL:od "l'lhnt pi ff l o~ " . Blnk o r.:igh t kno\7 ho,·, 
to l ock a er io in.-,1 but i t didn 't f ollo,:- ho could l ock •.ip n 
pa go of t ypo . 

Thero ,,ore tic.ny oth or cru do s 11:>rios liko th ,,t in t ho 
dnya ubon tho U.J. ms a i t' o ,.<>r st . Hore c.ro just a f ou 
QltOl:lpl os of th o ro l es th o v or sntilo filclco n do;:rtod , usu tll y 
,.rit!l tho help of Ti nk er . No 256 Chof , No 297 Publ isho r , 
No 298 Sho,unn , llo 305 Lock Koopor, No 308 13.:l0kr.lakor, 11

0 
313 Consul , No 340 P0 sta n atar , No 355 lh t h C,11ni r L:O.n, :1o 
361, I co Cr oaa ; t0rc hcn t , ,ond :ro 379 Iland wan . or n truth 
a po licy ,:hi ch ,hich u, r o nn i dea nbso lutoly thr oc.dlnr o, 
,.it h th o resul t t hat tho sto ri es \/Oro tho l as t ,;o r d i n 
absurdity . I questi on if <Non th o ao st l oytll Blruco fan 
could dig oGt such sto r io a as tho s o t o-day . 

Anothor blo ck anrk nsnin st r.,,_-,ny of tha:, , in a y opini o 
c.t l ea st , ,r..c th o t andon cy t o int r o due o a hucorous touch . 
Noitho r Er.r k Dan- an or llurr u y Cltny don ,.-.no nt hia bo at ,:bon 
try ing to bo funny and th oy co r t ::i nl y f ailed hero . Tiqkor 
m s r,ortr ay cd a s c. cho oky alaost uno<luc at od kind of off i c~ 

. boy, pl ucky nnd loyal t o Bl nl:o it is tru e, but oh so 
dif'foront to t ho ll'Oll- spokon int ollic; cnt yout h G.n. Tood 

· gido hie nt c. not vory auch l at or dnto. 
Yos, unquosti ona bly , it · .. nc n dra b po ri od . ·.11th f o·r 

• I 
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oxco p ti on 3 ea ch t;t.:)ry \~G c i.:r::1l ot o i n itr;f.., l i' , t he cr:iJ U.n~ 

·:J(D"'O C[i.nJ.l tiao ono~ ,.rho tic.r e f ..:>rr:.;,tt on rJ.n..,at bofo r o th o 

ooxt ct c r y \"'~s 0n &"':.l o . t/ho r o i'u rrey Grr.ydnn ,.:-:.s con 

ccrno J t horc ''·" i nv,-.ri :ibly n st or ootyp otl l ov o int cr oat 

·.ti.th th e h or o :1r ovod innoce nt , r!oddin e hel l s :lG opilogu o , 

5oxt on Dl .. Jtc uncl '.L'in.ko r ac ho n ·Jurod cuo:rt ff c.n<l Potlro 

<J0:1o· J1cro in t ho ofi'i nc . 
F.:>rtun.•.tcl y bottor d.-,ys ,ic rc in ~-tor e . ,.;ro l on e 

:.:.-rst,A1ilo , ~:ri~ ocr ntio Pl lU"..:i:or ,.-:is n~>:,c::-.rin e: uo r o f re

quent l y , (ll·,oo r ou~ Yvonn o c::!1,v to bri r;hto n tho j>~r;us (oh 

t h1Jso cr;,lcn~licl cloubl o nu...bors) fo r i..nny a .... ..>nc \to \!O ro 

thr illo:! by !:ld:o ::nd Tinl:c r' a b:1ttl oo ,,ith t ho vill ::in.> U<J I 
c-u-l c.c :'.n<l Ko\/; urlX".no , f :..lllt.tic:il W'U Linc: ; :...i..-i.n of n nny 

fc.coc J;ost rol ; :indr::,ny uo ro · .. ho br ou[11t tho :,i nk a, v o1·cd 

U u 1. out of tho <lo?ths 0.11d 1.~c.do i t ono of th o bo::Tt o r 

•.1Uckli oo of <111 t:i.u o fo r boya ·.nd c.dul t o too . 

THE I:!ID . 

, o h <1vo pl cr.~ur o in :nnouncinc t h<, t :in otho r br illi:, nt n uv, 

-:rticl o by !!ERBE'.,T L:;ClJ.:NllY, r ococ;ni,od :i.uthor i ty of tho 

Old 3oy, Book Coll c,ctine; ,.orl d td.11 ap, ,o = vory soon . 

It '1il l bo onti tl od :-

"'Il iE U'.!IOil JACK t:X IT ' S pa::,,.I(". 

Your vi c,: a o f t hin ,io nt h ' s ,:rt,u- f <X". tur o \/i l l bo vor y , ,uch 

,-.;,;>r o ci ::t cd . A,!:.ro,o c.11 l ctto r s to H. ;. . Bond :, t tho 

addro as v. voo un de r our h oc.dine . 

!~OP.T M'? ~ 
Hcxt nonth \:o ho~o t o bo :,.bl o to }>Ublish n ro po rf; 

on th a <Joc ond uootin ~ of t h o Sox·t on :ll::-J< o Circ lo 

·l1ich io to bu bold C:urin c A;>ri l at t ho houc o f 

Bi ll Colccnbo :,.t .Southond . Al l int oro rlod in 

th is Circ l o ohould · . .rito to !brry iloLJor , Yuldon 

rr-.ru , Ho!lthfio l tl , Sus s ox. 

;J!D PL:; . ".'E !JOH' T FOil G:i' q;: STILL lli::.:ll LOTS OF Aro'I CLE S\11 
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C}\?n:tor :!].ne.,, L\cr.ine ono of hi o r e.r e uo;,artur os fr o. : tr ad iti on, I:dito r &,ck f;lVO tho :iut!io r' o n:::.10 to th i s 0110 , t houdt ono f elt tl s-,t i t •. -ould hnvo boon kinder t o t h o chronicle r, Lark D: .rrcn , h..~d his 1'.'108 bocn l oft out , fo r t ho a bovo , r. s hrr dly r. true r efle ctio n of his ,,o r !<, In contr :tot , ,rtnr i os liko "Socroto of n Gro:d; Cit y " (U. J . no .79) , "!'ho ~ Dotocti v o" (llo ~ 93) ".1ld '"l'tl co !!ound t he r.orl d" (No. 104) al l publ io llod in t ho ::u 10 yo :.,r , 1905, w ro quit 
O)Od, 

':!ith his "Doyo :•'r iond " sori:tl "Sext on :Jl..v.o i n t lio Cono," .f'rc 31 in aind , ·,h oroin ho vohooont ly ronouncoe t ho cr uel ti oe bcstO\:ttl on th o unfortun:i t o 7l<!t iv oo , ono fou. 1J i t dif f icult to b eli eve mllll ni:: clur.·n y Graydon'• r eady r.ccopt:ince of tho f r. ·t t h...--t et :i & hw?ti.ne ,no :in oxciti ne e:,ort ::nd qui t o huc:,.no, n o ho st nt od i n hie tory "!'ho St t AtB::-.y" ( u .J . llo, 212) . Tho opoctn cl o of :, et a g be inc chc,sod by hurrtors c,nd hounds until i t i o dr i v on into tho oon cnd dro tn od, or until ovorcc:co by ohocr oxb:,u ot io n ::,nd t erro r i t ou ,t no cdo ( ·.:ith it ' s l a :rl; r aJ:1inini: 
r osorv os of rrtr on (:th) turn nt Bay to bo t orn t o pioc os by t he trirn;,hc.nt dogs 11.'llooo n •.ml l :,.ino<! bul let i'r on ono of th o hunt en~n r.:crcifully puts " a:,oody ond t o t h o ouffo ine o of the wu'ort unnt o :ini nd - this n c.y b o oxcit i ne , :10 th e c.1>t hor otntod ; but aport , t1Ccordin e to Bri tioh st:tn<l r.r ds , dcci d0<Uy no ~ Once n(;li n ,.,., h.'ld ':I, l.iurr ay Crc.y<!on' portr e.yinc Blclco in n f:ir i'rou fa voure.blo lir;: 1t; for suro l cro ~t lav <T of nnin:u. • :is ho i, kno,,n t o b o , t h o l _~n fron Bo.kor Stroot wuld h::vo conua:inod this "sp vrt" , nt l oc.st oilon tly , in:rl:ond of conuonint: itl F-r froc thi s bain c so Bl:,k o , "" find , j oins th e hwrto ra , Tink er a nJ Padr o too - h ol ;,i nc: t o hunt th o ..t :ie; do\ln, l oovin c: ono coo;,ollc J t o , .,ndo r · . .h:it Bl ::il:o' s f oolinc:a 'lt.uld havo boon h:id Pouro boon in th o ecLlo unf ortun ate pos itio n c.s th o h'Jl l ess st"c l l!o'1 li ttlo of Bl:,k o ' s t r uo chc.r:icto r uu st tho ::,-thor h:,vo unconr t ood to hr.v o pb coc: hio i n ouoh ::i ehn , oful ;,osi t io n , f~ for ni th out t!oubt , hnd further ot;rio a on ,:u:ib r lines b indul r,od in , hie .»: ,ul ::ir· ty ,,oul u soon h :,vo ob bod . 


